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Order of Worship  
Baptism Renewal & Remembrance 

 
** You are invited to stand 

(Please remember to silence your cell phone during the service.) 
 

When the prelude begins, let us quiet our hearts and conversation. 

 
Church Bell Calls Us to Worship 

 
Prelude                 Dave Johnson 
 

Call to Worship (Responsively) 
 

One: Wade into the waters of love; 
All: step into the rivers of blessing. 
 

One: Here, find the renewing streams of mercy. 
All: Here, splash in the wonder of God's goodness. 
 

One: Feel the waters of life; 
All: know the joy of baptism; 
 

One: See the springs of eternal life; 
All: sing of the triumph of God's blessing. 
 
Gift of Music Down to the River    Dave Johnson 

Songwriters: Traditional 
 

As I went down in the river to pray 

Studying about that good ol' way 

And who shall wear the starry crown 

Good Lord, show me the way 
 

O sisters, let's go down 
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Let's go down, come on down 

O sisters, let's go down 

Down in the river to pray 
 

As I went down in the river to pray 

Studying about that good ol' way 

And who shall wear the robe and crown 

Good Lord, show me the way 
 

O brothers, let's go down 

Let's go down, come on down 

Come on, brothers, let's go down 

Down in the river to pray 
 

As I went down in the river to pray 

Studying about that good ol' way 

And who shall wear the starry crown 

Good Lord, show me the way 
 

O fathers, let's go down 

Let's go down, come on down 

O fathers, let's go down 

Down in the river to pray 
 

As I went down in the river to pray 

Studying about that good ol' way 

And who shall wear the robe and crown 

Good Lord, show me the way 
 

O mothers, let's go down 

Come on down, don't you wanna go down? 

Come on, mothers, let's go down 

Down in the river to pray 
 

As I went down in the river to pray 

Studying about that good ol' way 
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And who shall wear the starry crown 

Good Lord, show me the way 
 

O sinners, let's go down 

Let's go down, come on down 

O sinners, let's go down 

Down in the river to pray 
 

As I went down in the river to pray 

Studying about that good ol' way 

And who shall wear the robe and crown 

Good Lord, show me the way 

 

Passing of the Peace 

May Christ be with You on Your Journey! 

And also with you! 
 
Call to Prayer 
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Prayers of the People (Responsively) 
 

One: We are incredibly stubborn, God:  We have entered the season in which 

Your Light has been given to the world, your blessings have been poured out on 

the world, and yet all we can think about is our own problems, our own needs, 

our own desires. 
 

Help us to refocus on you God.  Help us to yearn for your presence. Stir 

the waters among us again, cleansing us from our self-pity and arrogance.  

Nourish and heal us so that we may joyfully serve you. Wash away our jealousy, 

greed, and all negative thoughts and behaviors that stand in the way of our truly 

being the people you have called us to be. 
 

All: The love of God is always offered to us, freely, joyfully, for all 

eternity.  Rejoice, people of faith, this is the Good News given to us by God. 

Every time the waters move, God's love for us is visible.  Amen. 
 

~ adapted from a prayer found posted at Worship Connection page of the Ministry 

Matters website. http://www.ministrymatters.com/.../worship-connection... 

 

Prayer Response 
 

 

http://www.ministrymatters.com/worship/article/entry/4549/worship-connection-january-12-2014?fbclid=IwAR0Ql0ErknmLsj0TBjQS1pYNzYVOtvFoyZzHjJkjsMrgZqLmWlzpAsMnTuA
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Today’s Scripture             Mark 1:4-11 
 

John’s preaching 
 

4 John the Baptist was in the wilderness calling for people to be 

baptized to show that they were changing their hearts and lives and 

wanted God to forgive their sins.  5 Everyone in Judea and all the 

people of Jerusalem went out to the Jordan River and were being 

baptized by John as they confessed their sins.  6 John wore clothes 

made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist.  He ate 

locusts and wild honey.  7 He announced, “One stronger than I am is 

coming after me.  I’m not even worthy to bend over and loosen the 

strap of his sandals.  8 I baptize you with water, but he will baptize 

you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 

Jesus is baptized and tempted 
 

9 About that time, Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and John 

baptized him in the Jordan River.  10 While he was coming up out of 

the water, Jesus saw heaven splitting open and the Spirit, like a dove, 

coming down on him.  11 And there was a voice from heaven: “You 

are my Son, whom I dearly love; in you I find happiness.” 
 

Common English Bible 

 
Gift of Music        Let My People Go      Dave Johnson 
 

When Israel was in Egypt's land, 

Let my people go, 

oppressed so hard they could not stand, 

Let my people go. 
 

Refrain: 

Go down, Moses, way down in Egypt's land, 

tell old Pharaoh: Let my people go. 
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The Lord told Moses what to do, 

Let my people go, 

to lead the Hebrew children through, 

Let my people go. 
 

 [Refrain] 
 

As Israel stood by the waterside, 

Let my people go, 

at God's command it did divide, 

Let my people go. 
 

 [Refrain] 
 

When they had reached the other shore, 

Let my people go, 

they let the song of triumph soar, 

Let my people go. 
 

 [Refrain] 
 

5 Lord, help us all from bondage flee, 

Let my people go, 

and let us all in Christ be free, 

Let my people go. [Refrain] 
Psalter Hymnal, 1987 

 
Today’s Message:  “Even in the Water, God is Speaking” 
 
Baptismal Renewal (Responsively) 
 

One: Gracious God, we acknowledge that we have not always  
remembered our baptism.  We have forgotten that we are  
created and loved by you.  We have not acted as members of  
the body of Christ.  We have gazed with content on the status  
quo.  We have ignored the voice that calls us to repent.  We do  
not believe that we need to be forgiven for anything.  Forgive us  
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our apathy and stubbornness, O God.  Help us to look on your  
Son as our role model and to take his humility upon ourselves.  

 

One: People of faith; God be with you, 
All: And also with you. 
 

One: All water is holy, 
All: Blessed by the Creator. 
 

One: From birth waters to mighty rivers of justice, 
All: From a refreshing sip to the renewal of a quiet stream. 
 

One: All water is holy, 
All: A sign that we have passed through troubles, been  

refreshed by a gift we did not earn, sustained by a love  
poured over us. 

 

One: This water is a rainbow sign of God's continuing love at work in  
us and through us. 

All: Bless us and this gift of water. 
 
Gift of Music     Come, Thou Fount      Dave Johnson 

Author: Robert Robinson (1758); Alterer: Martin Madan (1760) 

Tune: NETTLETON 

 

Come, thou Fount of every blessing, 

tune my heart to sing thy grace; 

streams of mercy, never ceasing, 

call for songs of loudest praise. 
 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, 

sung by flaming tongues above. 

Praise the mount I'm fixed upon it 

mount of God's redeeming love. 
 

Here I find my greatest treasure; 

hither by thy help I've come; 
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and I hope, by thy good pleasure, 

safely to arrive at home. 
 

Jesus sought me when a stranger, 

wandering from the fold of God; 

he, to rescue me from danger, 

bought me with his precious blood. 
 

Oh, to grace how great a debtor 

daily I'm constrained to be! 

Let thy goodness, like a fetter, 

bind my wandering heart to thee: 
 

prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 

prone to leave the God I love; 

here's my heart, O take and seal it; 

seal it for thy courts above. 

 
Invitation to the Offering 
 

What we give and the spirit with which we give it, enables this church  
to make a difference in the lives of all whom we touch. 

 
**Doxology 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
Life of Our Church 
 

Thank you to all who helped on Monday to “re-pack” Christmas! 
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During our upcoming Faith Development series 

(January 6 - February 10), we will hear from 6 Jewish Rabbi’s 

over the past fifty years and get a macro look into prophetic 

voices and pastoral presences in the Jewish Faith.  Join us on 

Wednesdays at 10 AM in person, 11:00 AM & 6:30 PM on-line as 

we journey together. 
 

The Women’s Fellowship January 20th meeting will feature 
General James Dozier as their guest speaker. 

If you wish to attend, please sign-up via the link on the 
email sent out or by calling the church. 

 
**Benediction (Responsively) 

 

Creator of light, 

the blessing of light be upon us – 

the blessing of daylight, 

the blessing of sunlight, 

the blessing of Christ light. 

Scatter the darkness from before us 

that we may walk as children of light. 
 

Creator of light, as we leave here today, we will let our lights 

shine brighter than we have before.  Amen. 
 

-- adapted from a prayer found at https://www.irenebom.com/.../08/07/the-blessing-of-light/ 
 

 
Sending Song  This Little Light of Mine     Dave Johnson 

https://www.irenebom.com/prayer_matters/2018/08/07/the-blessing-of-light/?fbclid=IwAR1lRfVwS7KevjBj48XPcrM8vvSWEH1b9KvVaZKFp5jOlcFWblBpmvTEDcY
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No matter who you are, or where you are on life's journey, 

you're welcome here at Edison Congregational Church. 

Welcome home! 
             
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Pastor Jim can be reached at the office or on his cell phone at 502-494-6649 (voice & 
text). 
 

Our Church Staff 
Senior Minister – Rev. Jim Harper, III 

Associate Minister – Rev. Anton Pierce 
Administrative Assistant – Tracy Wagaman 

Organist – Dr. Tony Contino  
Pianist - Barry Pierce  

 
 

Your gifts are deeply appreciated and enable this ministry to continue. Our church retains the 
right to redirect donations to the area of greatest need. 
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Website:          www.edisonchurch.com 
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Email Pastor:  Pastorjim@taecc.com 

Email Office: Admin@taecc.com 

Office Phone:  239-334-4978 

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9 AM – 12PM 

Mailing:           1619 Llewellyn Dr., Ft. Myers 
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