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Order of Worship  
Twentieth Sunday of the Growing Season 

 
** You are invited to stand 

(Please remember to silence your cell phone during the service.) 
 

When the prelude begins, let us quiet our hearts and conversation. 
 

Church Bell Calls Us to Worship 

 

Prelude       The Servant Song   
By: Richard Gillard 

 

**Call to Worship (responsively) 
 

One: God our Provider, we walked into church today needing you in  

different ways.  

All: Some of us need strength because we are facing a big  

challenge.  Some of us need hope, because we feel like  

giving up.  
 

One: Some of us need love, because we are feeling alone. 

All: God, we trust that you will provide for us, whether through  

words or music, or in a quiet moment of reflection. 
 

One: God, You are here;  

All: You are here with us.  Amen. 
—adapted from a prayer found @ Carol Penner, Leading in Worship website, carolpenner.typepad.com 

 

Hymn of Faith #4  Come Thou Almighty King 
   
Passing of the Peace 

May the Peace of Christ Be with You! 

And also with You! 

http://carolpenner.typepad.com/?fbclid=IwAR1sNB9wx1sJKfoAssL8v9cUhD2x97RYplR8PASKDSsLk59ABk6T6D0JHhE


3 
 

Prayer of Discipleship Litany 
 

Hear I Am, Lord 
By: Dan Schutte & adapted from United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 

 

I, the Lord of sea and sky 

I have heard my people cry 

All who dwell in dark and sin 

My hand will save 
 

I, who made the stars of night 

I will make their darkness bright 

Who will bear my light to them? 

Whom shall I send? 
 

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 

I have heard you calling in the night 

I will go, Lord, if you lead me 

I will hold your people in my heart 
 

Loving God, open our hearts to hidden realities: Your love for all 

people; those who look like us and those who don’t; Your presence in 

the community, and Your call to justice and peace. 
 

I, the Lord of snow and rain 

I have borne my people's pain 

I have wept for love of them 

They turn away 
 

I will break their hearts of stone 

Give them hearts for love alone 

I will speak my words to them 

Whom shall I send? 

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
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I have heard you calling in the night 

I will go, Lord, if you lead me 

I will hold your people in my heart 
 

Redeemer Jesus, help us to imitate your example: healing the sick, 

and welcoming the strange, and the stranger; assisting the poor and 

vulnerable, and offering water to the thirsty. 
 

I, the Lord of wind and flame 

I will tend the poor and lame 

I will set a feast for them 

My hand will save 
 

Finest bread I will provide 

'Til their hearts be satisfied 

I will give my life to them 

Whom shall I send? 
 

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 

I have heard you calling in the night 

I will go, Lord, if you lead me 

I will hold your people in my heart 
 

Holy Spirit, make visible to our eyes what is invisible: Your call to 

Your people, and Your summons to each of us to live our faith daily; 

Your invitation to transform our hearts and to transform the world;  

as witnesses of justice and peace.  Praying in the name of all that is 

Good and Holy, Amen. 
— https://genius.com/Dan-schutte-here-i-am-lord-lyrics 

— adapted from https://www.usccb.org/pra.../prayer-live-gospel-be-disciples 

 

Today’s Scripture         Mark 10:35-45 
 

A request from James and John 

https://genius.com/Dan-schutte-here-i-am-lord-lyrics?fbclid=IwAR0HqVRotFWlXSCJztkRfdk9UlxShSRY_oPZ0cp44B4aeng3dPN0nQ3UTCU
https://www.usccb.org/prayers/prayer-live-gospel-be-disciples?fbclid=IwAR28SiILDPUeIJwP6sz-0KDhlQqY3djQ7NvNTbJY7Lwvb4_KVInZb5Eqc2o
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35 James and John, Zebedee’s sons, came to Jesus and said, 

“Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask.” 
 

36 “What do you want me to do for you?” he asked.  37 They said, 

“Allow one of us to sit on your right and the other on your left when 

you enter your glory.” 
 

38 Jesus replied, “You don’t know what you’re asking!  Can you drink 

the cup I drink or receive the baptism I receive?”  39 “We can,” they 

answered. 
 

Jesus said, “You will drink the cup I drink and receive the baptism I 

receive, 40 but to sit at my right or left hand isn’t mine to give.  It 

belongs to those for whom it has been prepared.” 
 

41 Now when the other ten disciples heard about this, they became 

angry with James and John.  42 Jesus called them over and said, 

“You know that the ones who are considered the rulers by the 

Gentiles show off their authority over them and their high-ranking 

officials order them around.  43 But that’s not the way it will be with 

you.  Whoever wants to be great among you will be your servant.  44 

Whoever wants to be first among you will be the slave of all, 45 for the 

Human One didn’t come to be served but rather to serve and to give 

his life to liberate many people.” 
— Common English Bible 

 

Response to the Sharing of God’s Story 
 

The Story of God for the People of God! 
Thanks Be to God! 

 

Meditation         “Great Service”    Pastor Jim  
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Song of Response 
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Invitation to the Offering 
 

What we give and the spirit with which we give it, enables this church  
to make a difference in the lives of all whom we touch. 

 
**Doxology 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

             
 

Life of Our Church 
 

Faith Development continues on Wednesdays through October. 
 

October 20th, the Women’s Fellowship meeting will be followed by a World 

War II Appreciation presentation by Gen. James Dozier.  The meeting will 

begin at noon (please RSVP to Sandy Cole at 239-850-7679 or Bev Becton 

at jacknbev1550@aol.com).  The presentation will begin at 1 pm. 
 

Sunday, October 24th, Pastor Jim will be reading from Jeremiah 31:7-9 and 

Psalm 126.  His message will be “Joy and Crying Are the Hinges on Our 

Door”. 
 

Quilting will meet at noon on Wednesday, October 27th. 
 

             
 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:jacknbev1550@aol.com
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**Benediction (responsively) 
 

Our worship has ended, but now our life of service begins! 

Go from this space, for you and I are the body of Christ, and all 

of creation awaits us.  So, live passionately, and love faithfully, 

and celebrate every moment of your life from now until the 

Finale.  Our God of relentless, amazing, creative, and hopeful 

grace goes with us! 
 

Amen.  Amen.         ~ Adapted from The Rev. Michael S. Piazza 

 

Postlude       Come Thou Fount        Tony Contino 
Hymn Tune: Nettleton; Arr: Jason D. Payne 

 
             
 

 

LORD, LISTEN TO YOUR CHILDREN PRAYING 
 

Communities of faith in Fort Myers who meet for worship, prayer and find ways to 

engage in social justice in Lee County 

and throughout the world. 
 

God’s creation and the small acts of creation care that 

we engage in daily. 
 

Those who are unemployed or under employed. 
 

Those who are homeless, hungry or striving to stay ahead of being homeless 

and hungry. 
 

Those struggling but engaged in the process of recovery from substance abuse. 
 

Our men and women in uniform across the globe and here at home. 
 

All the branches of our government – locally and nationally. 
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Those battling chronic illness and going through treatment regimes.  Those who 

are grieving the loss of a significant love. 
 

 

Our church family members in need of prayer: 
 

Bill Persons, Roy Shipley, Sharon Surfus 

John Schmidt (Gail Courtwright’s Brother); Milton Kornegay (Robert Kornegay’s 

Brother); Jim Gilbert (Lynn Todes’ Brother); 

Pat Tangusol (Friend of the Church and Quilter) 
 
 
 
 

**If you would like to add a name to our list, please contact Pastor Jim, Pastor 
Anton, or the church office. 

 
             
 

 

Time With Our Children and the Bible This Week! 
 

Being a Helper - by Dr. Dan Wuori 
 

Mark 10:35-45 
 

How many of you like to help your teachers at school?  Sometimes being the 

special helper to someone important can make us feel important too. 
 

When I was in 5th grade, I had a teacher that I liked a lot.  And one of the things I 

loved was doing special jobs for her in the classroom.  I was always asking if I 

could help her hand out papers, or take messages to the school office.  I think I 

must have asked her an awful lot – but it made me feel special to be her helper. 

 

Then one day something happened that I still remember all these years later.  

Our class was doing some math problems and I finished doing mine much faster 
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than most of the other kids.  So, as I often did, I got up from my desk to go ask 

her if she had any special jobs I could help her with. 
 

Unfortunately, I picked a bad time to ask - because at the time she was actually 

crouched down next to the desk of another student helping him out.  When I 

interrupted to ask if I could do a job for her, she told me she was in the middle of 

helping my friend and that I needed to go sit down.  But then as I was walking 

back to my chair, she called my name and she told me that if I really wanted to 

help her that I should go and help another one of my classmates who was having 

trouble with his work. 
 

And I learned something that day that changed the way I saw her.  She was 

telling me that she didn’t NEED a helper – she WAS a helper.  That was her job, 

to make sure that we each had what we needed.  After that I understood that the 

best way to be her helper was to do the same thing she was: look for ways that I 

could be helpful to others. 
 

I tell you this story because something very similar happens in today’s Gospel 

story. James and John come to Jesus and they tell him they want to be his 

special helpers. Jesus tells them that he doesn’t need helpers for himself – and 

that he was here to be a helper to others.  And he tells them to do the same. 
 

That’s an important lesson.  See if you can find some chances to be a helper to 

others this week. 
 

Let’s pray. 
 

Dear God, Your son Jesus set a good example for us all.  Help us to find ways to 

help others this week.  Amen. 
 

Scripture quotations from the World English Bible. 

~ Copyright 2009, Dr. Dan Wuori. Used by permission. ©2015 COMMUNICATION RESOURCES, INC. 
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No matter who you are, or where you are on 

life's journey, you're welcome here at  

Edison Congregational Church. 

Welcome home! 
             
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Pastor Jim can be reached at the office or on his cell phone at 502-494-6649 (voice & text). 

 

Our Church Staff 
Senior Minister – Rev. Jim Harper, III 

Associate Minister – Rev. Anton Pierce 
Administrative Assistant – Tracy Wagaman 

Organist – Dr. Tony Contino  
Pianist - Barry Pierce  

 
 

Your gifts are deeply appreciated and enable this ministry to continue. Our church retains the right to redirect donations to 
the area of greatest need. 

 
 

 
 
 

CCLI Copyright License for Music and Video # 11164399; Live-Streaming License #20628968 

 

Website:          www.edisonchurch.com 

Facebook:       Facebook.com/EdisonChurch 

Email Pastor:  Pastorjim@taecc.com 

Email Office: Admin@taecc.com 

Office Phone:  239-334-4978 

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9 AM – 12PM 

Mailing:           1619 Llewellyn Dr., Ft. Myers 

33901 

mailto:Pastorjim@taecc.com
mailto:Admin@taecc.com
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UPCOMING SCHEDULE / EVENTS 
 

 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 20TH – WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
MEETING AT NOON.  WORLD WAR II APPRECIATION 
PRESENTATION BY GEN. JAMES DOZIER AT 1 PM. 
 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 31ST – NEW MEMBERS (IF YOU WOULD 
LIKE TO JOIN THIS MONTH, PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE OR 
SPEAK WITH PASTOR JIM. 
 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 6TH – DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS.  
REMEMBER TO SET YOUR CLOCKS BACK THIS EVENING. 
 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 7TH – ALL SAINTS DAY. 
 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 22ND – DECORATE FOR ADVENT 
 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 25TH – THANKSGIVING DAY – OFFICE 
WILL BE CLOSED. 
 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 28TH – NEW MEMBERS (IF YOU WOULD 
LIKE TO JOIN THIS MONTH, PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE OR 
SPEAK WITH PASTOR JIM. 
 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5TH – MASTER SINGERS CONCERT AT 
3:00 PM. 
 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24TH – CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE BEGINS 
AT 5:00 PM.  SERVICE WILL BE HELD OUTSIDE ON THE LAWN. 
 


