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Order of Worship  
Third Sunday of Easter 

 
** You are invited to stand 

(Please remember to silence your cell phone during the service.) 
 

When the prelude begins, let us quiet our hearts and conversation. 

 
Church Bell Calls Us to Worship 

 
Prelude           The Rejoicing        Tony Contino 

By: Charles Callahan  
 

Opening Words of Worship 
 
Gift of Music   Alleluia, From Exultate, Jubilate      Kristen Licata 
      By: W. A. Mozart 

 

**Call to Worship (responsively) 
 

One: Like the disciples who met the risen Christ, 

All: we come hoping for unexpected appearances of God’s  

love. 
 

One: We come with our questions and doubts, and listen for Christ to  

appear in our midst saying: 

All: “Peace be with you.” 
 

One: We hear the stories of God’s love in the Scriptures, 

All: and we know that God is still speaking! 
 

One: We look around at our neighbors and guests, and see the  

power of the risen Christ at work in their lives, offering peace,  

offering hope, offering courage. 
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All: We are witnesses to the miraculous love of Jesus! Come,  

let us worship!  Amen. 
— adapted from a prayer Written by Moira Laidlaw, and posted on the Liturgies Online blog. 

 
Hymn of Faith #57      All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!   V 1&3 
 
Prayers of Discipleship (responsively) 
 

One: How do we find the faith to believe the story of Easter, Jesus? 

All: How do we grasp its truth? 
 

One: We can only accept it; refusing to reduce it to scientific debate  

or historical literalism, kneeling with humility and awe beside  

the blood-stained cross and the empty grave; 

All: For then, we are your witnesses. 
 

One: How do we understand the mystery of your death and life,  

Jesus?  How do we explain it? 

All: We can only live it; allowing it to permeate every grain of  

this sand that forms us, every thought, every priority, every  

act and every interaction. 
 

One: For then we are your witnesses, 

All: and you deserve nothing less from us.  Amen. 
 

~ adapted from Witnesses (based on Luke 24:36-48, John 20:19-31). Copyright © John van de Laar, on his excellent 

Sacredise website. 

 

Lord’s Prayer (unison) 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts 
as we forgive our debtors and lead us not into temptation 
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but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever.  Amen 

 

*Gloria Patri (unison) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end.  Amen, Amen. 
By: Henry W. Greatorex 

 

Passing of the Peace 

May Christ be with You on Your Journey! 

And also with you! 
 
Today’s Scripture         Luke 24:36-48 
 

Readers’ Theatre Sharing the Story (responsively) 
 

Here is a readers’ theatre setting of Luke 24:36-48, the suggested gospel reading 

for the Third Sunday of Easter.  It is based on a version from Nathan Nettleton. 
 

One: Suddenly Jesus himself appeared, standing among his  

gathered followers. 

All: "Greetings!" 
 

One: he said, 

All: "Peace be with you." 
 

One: Taken by surprise, they thought he was a ghost, and were  

scared spitless.  Jesus said to them, 

All: "What have you got to be afraid of?  Why are you letting  

your doubts get the better of you?  Here, take a look at my  

hands and feet.  See for yourselves that it is really me.  
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Reach out and touch me and you will know that I am made  

of flesh and bone.  No ghost can claim that!" 
 

One: As he spoke, he showed them his hands and feet.  It all seemed  

too good to be true; so wonderful they couldn't believe their  

eyes.  Their heads were bursting with joy and disbelief!  Jesus  

asked them, 

All: "Have you got anything here I can eat?" 
 

One: They gave him a piece of grilled fish and he took it and ate it in  

front of them.  Then he said to them, 

All: "The things I have said while I was with you amount to this:  

everything written about me in the law of Moses, the  

prophets, and the psalms is to be fulfilled." 
 

One: As he spoke, they began to see how to read the scriptures with  

open minds so as to understand what God was saying in them.  

Jesus said to them: 

All: "What was written will now be clear to you: that the  

Messiah is to suffer and then rise from the dead on the  

third day.  It was also written that the people of every  

nation must be told of the Messiah's call to turn their lives  

around and receive forgiveness for sin.  You can get  

started here in Jerusalem.  You have witnessed these  

things first hand, so you can tell everyone what you have  

seen and heard." 
~ Copyright © 2002 Nathan Nettleton LaughingBird.net 

 

Response to the Sharing of God’s Story 
 

The Story of God for the People of God! 
Thanks Be to God! 
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Gift of Music            Kristen Licata 
 

Now the Green Blade Rises 
By: John Macleod Campbell Crum; Tune: Noel Nouvelet 

 

Now the green blade riseth, from the buried grain, 

Wheat that in dark earth many days has lain; 

Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 

Love is come again like wheat that springeth green. 
 

In the grave they laid Him, Love who had been slain, 

Thinking that He never would awake again, 

Laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen: 

Love is come again like wheat that springeth green. 
 

Forth He came at Easter, like the risen grain, 

Jesus who for three days in the grave had lain; 

Quick from the dead the risen One is seen: 

Love is come again like wheat that springeth green. 
 

When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, 

Jesus' touch can call us back to life again, 

Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been: 

Love is come again like wheat that springeth green. 

 
Today’s Message:   “Christ Among Us – Can I Get a Witness!” 
 
Hymn of Faith #57       All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!    V 5 
 
Invitation to the Offering 
 

What we give and the spirit with which we give it, enables this church  
to make a difference in the lives of all whom we touch. 
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**Doxology 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
Life of Our Church 
 

The Women’s Fellowship will meet Wednesday, April 21st, at 
12:00 pm for our Special Tea Party.  Jan Sherman will tell us 
about the famous Terracotta Warriors unearthed in China in 
1974.  Lunch from the Ginger Bistro will be provided by the 
Women’s Fellowship (details will be sent out via email).  If you 
have any questions, please call the church office. 
 

Faith Development has resumed on Wednesdays.  Zoom 
attendance is at 10 am and 6:30 pm; in-person attendance is at 
11 am. 
 
**Closing Words of Worship (Responsively) 

 

One: May the God of the heavens cause each of us to soar.  May the  

Christ of the journey make our feet light as we follow the path  

Jesus invites us to walk in faith.  May the Spirit of power fill our  

hearts with courage as we boldly go as witnesses of the power  

found in the resurrection.  Amen. 

All: Amen. 
— adapted from a prayer found @ homileticsonline.com 

 
Postlude       Postlude on Darwall’s 148th       Tony Contino 
                  By: Charles Callahan 
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No matter who you are, or where you are on life's journey, 

you're welcome here at Edison Congregational Church. 

Welcome home! 
             
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Pastor Jim can be reached at the office or on his cell phone at 502-494-6649 (voice & 
text). 
 

Our Church Staff 
Senior Minister – Rev. Jim Harper, III 

Associate Minister – Rev. Anton Pierce 
Administrative Assistant – Tracy Wagaman 

Organist – Dr. Tony Contino  
Pianist - Barry Pierce  

 
 

Your gifts are deeply appreciated and enable this ministry to continue. Our church retains the 
right to redirect donations to the area of greatest need. 

 

 
 
 
 

CCLI Copyright License for Music and Video # 11164399; Live-Streaming License #20628968 

Website:          www.edisonchurch.com 

Facebook:       Facebook.com/EdisonChurch 

Email Pastor:  Pastorjim@taecc.com 

Email Office: Admin@taecc.com 

Office Phone:  239-334-4978 

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9 AM – 12PM 

Mailing:           1619 Llewellyn Dr., Ft. Myers 

33901 
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